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FERRY SERVICES 
Grievance 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [9.13 am]: My grievance to the Minister for Transport is about the state 
government’s policy in the area of ferry transport. I note that on 31 July the state government announced an 
additional ferry service to Rottnest Island, which I totally support. It will be a great boost to tourism and we all 
agree that tourism development is critically important to Western Australia and our economy. It is interesting, too, 
that tourists are the major users of commercial ferry services in Perth and the number of tourists visiting increases 
all the time. The other situation we have in Perth is the growing population. Regular commuter use of ferries is set 
to continue to increase, especially when parts of Perth are developing towards higher density, which we see now 
in South Perth in my electorate and also across the river in Applecross, where a lot of development is planned, so 
the population in those areas will grow. There is a growing push from the community for greater use of the 
Swan River for both commuter and tourism ferry transport. This has mainly been driven by the success of 
Elizabeth Quay and the arrival next year of the new Perth Stadium. Wherever I go, people ask me, “Will we be 
able to get to the new stadium by ferry?” It is an interesting question. The previous state government, through the 
Department of Transport, allocated $5 million for a jetty at the new stadium. That jetty could also be used during 
the week, when no events are on, because hopefully our new stadium will be a place that tourists would like to visit. 
The new jetty is part of a range of measures to promote the use of ferry services and to improve connections 
between key nodes such as Fremantle, Elizabeth Quay, South Perth, East Perth and the Swan Valley. While in 
government, we were also working to investigate a fast ferry service between Perth and Fremantle. I do not know 
how that is going, but the intention was that there would be a ferry service for commuters who want to travel by 
river from Fremantle to Perth. We also looked at other services to destinations such as Melville, Canning Bridge 
and Matilda Bay, which would service the University of Western Australia. I know that was tried some years ago, 
but it is something that we looked at. We also looked at hop on, hop off ferry services, which are popular with 
people. When Western Australians go to Brisbane, they use this service and they often come back and ask why do 
we not have a service like that. Such a service could start at Elizabeth Quay and go around to Waterbank, 
Claisebrook, Belmont Park, South Perth and Burswood peninsula. There is already one little service operating now 
that goes to Claisebrook. It is a little solar-powered service. 
The minister might be aware that last year I was made chair of a working group to look at opportunities for 
expanding Perth’s ferry services. I have a copy of the interim report that we released in December. That was not 
just a group of members of Parliament having a look at it; the membership included representatives from the 
Department of Transport, Transperth, the Public Transport Authority, the Department of Parks and Wildlife, 
Tourism WA and the Department of Planning. It was a great committee to work with and the public servants came 
to that committee full of knowledge from the past and provided us with a lot of information. The interim report 
was handed to the minister in December, but unfortunately it was the end of the previous Parliament, so it was 
never tabled in Parliament. I have a copy of the report and I would be interested for the minister to look at it. 
Leading up to the 2017 state election, the government committed—as a result of the report—to allocate $3 million 
to build a jetty and landside facility at Guildford, because the City of Swan had written to our committee stating 
that it wants to establish Guildford as a place where tourists can go. Guildford is one of the oldest parts of Perth 
from the foundation of the colony. It has a huge history. Guildford could be linked to the Swan Valley. At present, 
when people go to the Swan Valley, they do not stop at Guildford. One of our election commitments was to spend 
$3 million to build a new jetty there. 
We also allocated $3 million for the purchase of a third public transport ferry, because the PTA told us that if we 
want it to run a service to the stadium, or run a fast service from Applecross to the CBD—which we looked at and 
we liked—we will need another ferry. There are only two ferries operating now, the Phillip Pendal, and the 
Shelley Taylor-Smith, which is getting a bit old. Obviously, that will be raised with the minister now that she is in 
government. This ferry could be used to expand the ferry services while commercial operators do a lot of the 
tourism stuff. If we had a ferry service from Canning Bridge into the city—we worked out the time that it would 
take to get in and come back—it would mean that people who live in Applecross on that side of Canning Bridge 
would not have to cross the bridge to jump on a train that could be full by the time it gets there. That would provide 
another alternative for travellers. 

One of the recommendations of the committee was the establishment of an infrastructure fund and other funds to 
create or upgrade facilities for the use of ferries, with the potential to expand the Perth network of ferry stops. 
Obviously, if we are going to have ferry stops, we will need jetties, so the government will have to invest in them. 
We also suggested a review of the Public Transport Authority’s public transport concept design for Canning Bridge 
to make provision for access to the foreshore and a ferry stop so that it could operate in the future as a triple modal 
public transport interchange for train, bus and ferry. An upgrade of the existing jetty on the western side of 
Canning Bridge, near the Raffles development, which is owned by the City of Melville, would be a short-term 
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option so that we could at least look at giving people that option of using ferries. This is very futuristic stuff, as 
the minister would understand, but our city is going to grow. We cannot widen our freeways any more. We cannot 
widen the Kwinana Freeway out into the Swan River—maybe we can, but I do not think anyone would. We have 
to look at other options. Ferries are the way to go forward. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.20 am]: I thank the member for South Perth for 
raising this grievance with me. The issues of ferries and of increasing ferry services and use of the river have been 
long-term debates in the Western Australian community. Everyone realises that we have the beautiful Swan River. 
When we go interstate and see how rivers are used in many different ways, we always come back and ask how we 
can use our river more. This is a longstanding question for the community. I first thank the member for outlining 
the work he did, together with what are now my agencies, in the ferries working group. I did seek a copy of the 
report, but it was attached to a cabinet submission. I will be writing to the Leader of the Opposition seeking a copy 
of that report because, as the member said, a lot of professional work was undertaken into some of the constraints 
and some of the possibilities into the future. 

I will move on to the recommendations and what has happened so far. The member said that the previous 
government had allocated some funds for the Guildford jetty. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: No, it was an election commitment. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It was an election commitment, so no funds had been allocated by the previous government. 
It was an election commitment, so there was no existing funding. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: An unfunded promise. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It was an unfunded promise. It was an election commitment, so there was no funding in the 
budget and there are no existing funds for that. On the issues of greater use and recommendation 1, the dedicated 
infrastructure fund, I understand that a number of issues were raised, including the current speed limits on the 
river, the need to dredge and maintain some channels to existing and new jetty infrastructure, the low height of the 
causeway bridge, permits and licences to operate ferry services, and the cost of developing maritime infrastructure. 
They are all constraints. I understand the agencies are still going through all of that. In relation to the purchase of 
an additional ferry, again, that is something that is being considered as part of the budget deliberations. It is 
something the department has on a list, but whether it can secure funding in such a tight environment I am not 
sure. More generally, I appreciate the work that has been done. Now that the member for South Perth has raised 
the grievance with me, I will probably get a further briefing from my agency about what more can be done. 

On the point the member made about accessing the stadium by ferry, we need anything that is possible! 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Amphibious vehicles! 

Mr P. Papalia: Rappelling from helicopters! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: What are those other things? 

Mr P. Papalia: Zip lines. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Zip lines—we will be calling for anything! I was thinking about a show I used to watch, 
The Amazing Race. They did weird things. There were inflatable bridges across rivers. 

Mr P. Papalia: The Leader of the Opposition can ski in. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Actually, we might go to Dixie Marshall and get some ideas that were considered a couple of 
days before the election campaign. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Pick up Joe Francis, the fisherman! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I understand that some ideas were put forward. In the bowels of the communications office 
there might be the draft plan that highlighted the stadium and some of those projects before the last election. I am 
very keen to see how we could have ferry services to the stadium. In terms of speed, it probably will not be the 
fastest option, but it is an experience. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: It’s faster than driving. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It is faster than driving! I remember catching the ferry out to Telstra Stadium—I think that is 
what it was called at the time. It was in Sydney! Even though it was called Telstra Stadium, I knew it was in 
Sydney. It is amazing. Actually, it was when the Dockers played Sydney. 
Mr J.E. McGrath: I was there, but I went by train. 
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Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member got there by train and I got there by ferry. It was a great experience. It will not 
be something for everyone, but it is a different experience. We are preparing our transport plan for the stadium, 
given some of the constraints. We hope to finalise that plan very soon on how we will move people in and out. 
On ferry services more generally, what has been put to me, particularly by the planners, is the issue of density. In 
other states where ferry services work really well there is that density on those nodes, which can drive the ferry 
patronage. We are not anywhere near that along our river. Canning Bridge is probably one area where it could 
occur. Again, having those nodes along the river to help drive that population catchment is very, very important. 
I chatted to the member for Belmont about this issue before the election. It is something that everyone has 
talked about. 
Mr J.E. McGrath: The City of Belmont wrote to us; it was keen. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I think most councils would be keen. I understand that a process was put forward about talking 
to local councils. 
Mr J.E. McGrath: That was going to be stage 2, but something happened in between on 12 March. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes. To be honest, it is not something we have worked on intensively over the past four to 
five months, but I will try to get a copy of the submission. Perhaps the member could put it on the whistleblower 
website so that I can access it, because it is a cabinet document! I will try to get a copy of the full report. I have 
some of the recommendations. We will see how we can move that forward. I do not want to be unrealistic about 
these things. I know a number of articles were written by Joel Kelly, a well-known Liberal Party sympathiser! 
Sorry, he is now my press secretary, which is why I am making the gag. His articles were about the Perth ferry 
service. I do not want to create unreal expectations, but we will keep going on that. The ferry system is part of our 
public transport network. It has been the one area that has increased in patronage over the past year. It is part of 
our public transport network, it does relieve pressure off our roads, and where we can make it work, we will try to 
make it work. We will take all those issues into account. 
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